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1 . WE RECOGNIZE THE APPARENT ABILITY OF THE EGYPTIAN PRESS 
TO FERRET OUT INFORMATION OF FORTHCOMING ASSISTANCE AND ITS 
PROPENSITY TO JUMP GUN ON PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS, OFTEN 
WITH ERRONEOUS INFORMATION. ALSO REALIZE THAT EMBASSY CAN 
HAVE LITTLE CONTROL OVER THIS PROCESS. HOWEVER, RECENT 
PREMATURE ANNOUNCEMENT BY EGYPTIANS DID CAUSE PROBLEMS HERE 
IN WASHINGTON. 

2. IT IS OUR POLICY TO REFRAIN FROM ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF NEW PL-480 AGREEMENTS AND ON AMENDMENTS UNTIL SIGN- 
ING COMPLETED. WHEN SIGNING CABLE RECEIVED HERE, CONGRESS 

IS NOTIEIED AND A PRESS RELEASE IS ISSUED BY AGRICULTURE 
GIVING FULL DETAILS OE NEW AGREEMENT. WHEN EGYPTIANS MADE 
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MEDIA MADE NUMEROUS INQUIRIES FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS. AS 
MATTER STILL TREATED HERE AS CLASSIEIED, NO ADDITIONAL IN- 
FORMATION WAS FURNISHED. 

3. PRIOR TO SIGNING OF NEXT PL-480 AGREEMENT EMBASSY 
SHOULD ADVISE APPROPRIATE GOE OFFICIALS THAT PREMATURE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OR LEAKS CAUSE PROBLEMS NOT ONLY WITH TRADE 
AND NEWS MEDIA, BUT ALSO WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. THERE- 
FORE WE SHOULD URGE EGYPTIAN COOPERATION IN AWAITING THE 
SIGNING FOR ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS. AT THAT POINT THEY MAKE 
THEIR ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE EMBASSY SENDS THE IMMEDIATE 
CONFIRMATION CABLE WHICH ALLOWS USDA TO MAKE ALMOST A 
SIMULTANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENT IN WASHINGTON. 
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